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1 INTRODUCTION 
Assistive Context-Aware Toolkit (ACAT) is an open source platform developed by 
researchers in the Labs at Intel to help people with limited mobility to communicate 
and interact with their computer.  Originally created for Professor Stephen Hawking, 
ACAT was developed to be highly configurable so it could be adapted to Prof. 
(Á×ËÉÎÇȭÓ changing needs. This configurability makes it a useful tool for a wide range 
of disabilities. Developed for MS Windows, it enables users to communicate using 
keyboard simulation and text to speech capability.  It also enables users to perform 
common tasks such as editing, managing documents, navigating the internet  and 
accessing emails.  It enables the creation of customized interactive solutions that 
leverage the movements people with disabilities might be limited to such as touch, 
eye blinks and eyebrow movements. 

1.1 Organization 

This user guide is organized as follows: 

Chapter 1:  Introduction. 

Chapter 2:  Has instructions for installing and uninstalling ACAT. 

Chapter 3:  A quick start guide to get you going with ACAT.  

Chapter 4:  Has details on the ACAT scanners 

Chapter 5:  Has details on ACAT menus. 

Chapter 6:  Shows you how to use ACAT for tasks such as file and window 
management, launching applications. 

Chapter 7: Describes ACAT support for various applications such as Microsoft Word, 
Internet Explorer, Notepad, etc. 

Chapter 8: Has details on customizing ACAT through the various settings dialogs. 

Chapter 9: Has details on customizing ACAT through the ACAT Config application. 
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2 INSTALLATION 

2.1 Installing ACAT 

If you have already installed a previous version of ACAT, you must first uninstall it. 
See section 2.2 on uninstalling ACAT.    

Follow these steps to install ACAT on your computer. 

1. Download ACATSetup.exe and run it. 

2. ACAT uses Microsoft .NET Framework 4.5.  It will check if your computer has 
this framework. If it cannot find it, the installer will display a dialog to install 
.NET Framework 4.5.  Click on Ȱ)ÎÓÔÁÌÌȱȢ 

3. Setup will extract ACAT components. 
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4. 4ÈÅ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÓÃÒÅÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙȢ  #ÌÉÃË Ȱ.ÅØÔȱ 
 
 

 

5. 3ÅÔÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÍÐÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌ !#!4Ȣ  #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ.ÅØÔȱ ÔÏ 
select the default folder C:\ Intel\ ACAT.  If you want to choose an alternate 
ÆÏÌÄÅÒȟ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ#ÈÁÎÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÄÅÒȢ 
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6. #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ)ÎÓÔÁÌÌȱȢ 
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7. 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ Á Ȱ5ÓÅÒ !ÃÃÏÕÎÔ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȱ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ÂÏØȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ9ÅÓȱȢ   
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8. Setup will begin installing ACAT. 
 

 
 

9. When installation is doneȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄȱ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙȢ  #ÌÉÃË 
ÏÎ Ȱ&ÉÎÉÓÈȱȢ 
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10. After you select Ȱ&ÉÎÉÓÈȱȟ ACAT will install the Presage word prediction engine.  
The following 0ÒÅÓÁÇÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÐÐÅÁÒȢ #ÌÉÃË ȰFinishȱ 
 
 

 

11. Windows ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ Á Ȱ5ÓÅÒ !ÃÃÏÕÎÔ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȱ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ÂÏØȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ9ÅÓȱ 
 

 

12. Wait for Presage installation to finish. It should take a couple of seconds.  ACAT 
installation is complete. 
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13. A single icon with a shortcut to the ACAT Dashboard will appear on the desktop. 
 

 

2.2 Uninstalling ACAT 

Note: If you have installed ACAT Language packs, you must uninstall them first 
before uninstalling ACAT.  Refer to section 2.4 for details on uninstalling 
language packs. 

Follow these steps to uninstall ACAT. 

1. If the ACAT application is running, close it.  This also applies to the ACAT 
Dashboard application.  To exit the ACAT Dashboard, right click on its icon in the 
system ÔÒÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ%ØÉÔȱȢ 

2. If you have installed any ACAT Language packs, uninstall them first (see section 
2.4). 

3. ,ÁÕÎÃÈ 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó #ÏÎÔÒÏÌ 0ÁÎÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÏÎ Ȱ5ÎÉÎÓÔÁÌÌ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȱȢ 

4. &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȟ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ Ȱ!ÓÓÉÓÔÉÖÅ #ÏÎÔÅØÔ-!×ÁÒÅ 4ÏÏÌËÉÔ ɉ!#!4ɊȱȢ 
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5. 2ÉÇÈÔ ÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ5ÎÉÎÓÔÁÌÌȱȢ 
 

 

6. 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÍÐÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ9ÅÓȱȢ 
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7. The following dialog will appear. Click on OK (a reboot is not required). 
 

 

8. Ȱ5ÓÅÒ !ÃÃÏÕÎÔ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȱ dialog will appearȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ9ÅÓȱȢ 
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9. Setup will prompt you to confirm if you want to uninstall ACAT completely.  If 
ÙÏÕ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ȰYesȱȟ ÓÅÔÕÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ entire  ACAT folder regardless of whether 
the files under there belong to ACAT or not.  All user data files such as your ACAT 
settings, abbreviations, and custom word prediction models will be deleted 
permanentlyȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ ȰNoȱ ÉÆ ÙÏu are planning to reinstall ACAT or upgrade it to 
the latest version.  
 

  
 

10. Setup will now uninstall Presage.   Click Next. 
 
 

 



18 INSTALLATION | ACAT User Guide 

 

 

 

11. 7ÉÎÄÏ×Ó ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ Ȱ5ÓÅÒ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌȱ ÄÉÁÌÏÇȢ  #ÈÏÏÓÅ Ȱ9ÅÓȱȢ 
 

 

12. The Presage uninstall Welcome scrÅÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄȢ  #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ.ÅØÔȱȢ 
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13. An Ȱ5ÎÉÎÓÔÁÌÌȱ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙȢ  #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ5ÎÉÎÓÔÁÌÌȱȢ 

 

 
 

14. !ÆÔÅÒ 0ÒÅÓÁÇÅ ÈÁÓ ÕÎÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄȟ ÔÈÅ &ÉÎÉÓÈ ÄÉÁÌÏÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙȢ  #ÌÉÃË ÏÎ Ȱ&ÉÎÉÓÈȱ to 
complete the uninstall.  
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2.3 Installing ACAT Language Packs 

While English is the default language, ACAT can be customized for other languages as 
well.  French language pack is available on the ACAT download page.  Other language 
packs will be uploaded when they become available.  When a language other than 
English is selected (see sections 6.10 and 9.9), ACAT will adapt and display text in the 
selected language in all the scanners, menus, dialogs.  Word prediction will also be 
done in the selected language.  

Note:  You must  install the English version of ACAT first before  you install the 
language packs.   The language packs contain only additional files that are required to 
support the language. 

Follow these steps to install a language pack.  The French language pack is used only 
as an example here.   
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1. Run the installer for the language pack.  The initialization dialog will first display. 
 

 

2. Ȱ!#!4 ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ Pack install" dialog will appear, press Next. 
 

 

3. The installer will prompt you for the destination folder.  You must  select the 
same folder where you installed ACAT. 



22 INSTALLATION | ACAT User Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

4. )Î ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÄÉÁÌÏÇȟ ÓÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ)ÎÓÔÁÌÌȱȢ 
 

 




























































































































































































































































































































































